
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S LETTER 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

At the end of this school year, our Agri-Science department head and horticulture teacher, Shelly Roy, is 

retiring after 38 years of service to our students. She has been a steady—and steadying—presence, not just at 

LHS, but at the state and national level, for nearly four decades. Her teaching career is the longest of any female 

Agri-Science teacher in Connecticut, past or present, and her 40 years of service to the national FFA Forestry 

CDE committee is one for the record books. Many years ago, she started the aquaculture program at LHS, the 

very first of its kind in the state, laying the foundation of the program our current aquaculture teacher, Mat Smith, 

has led to dominance in state aquaculture competition. It is difficult to imagine our Agri-Science program without 

the ready smile, the genuine laugh, and the unparalleled commitment and passion of Shelly Roy. 

 

Our animal science teacher, Devon O‘Keefe, will assume the role of department head, and we are in the 

process of hiring a new teacher to take the helm of our horticulture program. We interviewed five excellent 

candidates in early March and advanced three of them to teach a sample lesson in the second round of the process. 

We hope to have signed our new teacher by the end of the month.  

 

During the interview process, one of the candidates asked what I was looking for in a teacher. It‘s an easy 

answer for me, though the characteristic I‘m looking for is admittedly an intangible. There are, of course, many 

traits that are common to exemplary teachers, but there is one essential trait that cannot be taught, and its absence, 

in my view, prevents an otherwise solid teacher from being truly excellent. Humanity. I look for teachers who see 

our students as young adults, as individuals, as human beings with unique backgrounds, interests, and emotions. I 

need adults who can connect with students. Of course the content we teach is important, but we are not simply 

teachers of content. We are teachers of students.  

 

 The best teachers are those who teach with that in mind. They instinctively understand that one can have 

high expectations and a gentle touch. They weave humor, affection, and understanding into the tapestry of their 

instruction so that content, skill, and mutual respect are given equal emphasis in the classroom. These abilities 

seem especially important in high school teachers, as our focus is on college and career readiness. Modeling 

effective interpersonal skills for our students is one of the best ways to help them be ready for college and career. 

 

We have been working to nurture a culture of kindness at LHS, and some of the best lessons on kindness 

come from watching teachers who embody it. Through all-school advisory activities, ―shout outs‖ on the 

television slides that scroll in our lobby and cafeteria, and a morning program on cyber bullying for the freshman 

class, we‘ve worked to offer students the opportunity to expand upon the lessons they‘ve learned at home by 

reflecting upon what it means to be kind to themselves and to one another, and to share their thoughts about what 

they‘d like to see from their classmates and teachers. 

 

So this humanity that we‘re reinforcing in students and seeking in new teachers?—I know what it looks 

like because I see it every day in the dedicated professionals who teach your children, and in your children 

themselves, who make Ledyard High School the incredible place it is to learn. Thanks to them—and thanks to 

you—for all the hard work! 
 

 
Amanda O. Fagan 

Principal, Ledyard High School  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
2015-2016 

March 21, 2016 to June 17, 2016 
 

 

 

March 2016 

22  Red Cross Blood Drive    7:30 – 1 pm LHS Practice Gym 

25  NO SCHOOL (Good Friday) 

 

 

April 2016 

4  LHS Parent Advisory Council  6:30 pm LHS Library 

6  Board of Ed Mtg    7 pm  LHS Library 

8  Jamnesty      

15  SHORTENED DAY (12:00 Dismissal) Professional Development 

18-22  NO SCHOOL (Spring Break) 

 

 

May 2016 

2  LHS Parent Advisory Council  6:30 pm LHS Library 

4  Board of Ed Mtg    7 pm  LHS Library 

6  Talent Show     7:30 pm Gaucher Auditorium 

12  Eighth Grade Intro to LHS   6:30 pm Gaucher Auditorium 

13  SHORTENED DAY (12:00 Dismissal) Professional Development 

14  Junior Prom     6 to 10 pm Port & Starboard (Ocean 

Beach) 

18  Board of Ed Mtg    7 pm  LHS Library 

19  NHS Coffee House    7 pm  LHS Cafeteria 

21  Senior Prom     7-11 pm Mystic Marriott 

27  Spring Band Concert    7:30 pm Gaucher Auditorium 

 

 

June 2016 

1  Board of Ed Mtg    7 pm  LHS Library 

3-4  Pops Concert     7:30 pm LHS Library 

6, 7, 8, 9 EXAM DAYS (Dismissal at 11:00 a.m.) 

10  Make-up Day 

17  Graduation     6:00 pm Mignault Field 
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Art Department News 
 
How can you mix a realistic-looking portrait starting with only five different 
colors of paint? What can you do with a career in art? How do you create 
a bobble head from scratch? How can you make an image transform into 
a new one before your viewers‟ eyes? What do the Cheshire Cat, a sloth 
climbing a skyscraper, Colonel Ledyard, and a 
psychedelic aquarium have in common? Why 
can‟t most people draw from observation and 
have a conversation at the same time? 

 
If you‟re an art student, you know the answer to all these questions 
and more! Hard to believe as it is, we are almost halfway through 
second semester and three quarters of 
the way through the school year. The walls and art rooms are filled 
with an amazing body of work that is growing more and more as the 

weeks go by. 
 
Art 1 is just finishing up a long painting unit with the 
second of two self portraits. Working from a 
posterized “selfie,” students learned how to mix 
thousand of colors using only the primary colors (red, 
yellow, blue) and black and white so their portraits 
looked like them. Art 1 will also soon be starting a 
group research project regarding career 
opportunities in the art fields. Second semester 
Ceramics 1 students have finished their first project: 
bobble heads. They've created large coil vessels and 

are now currently working on animal sculptures. 
Advanced Studio recently completed a unique project under the semester‟s theme of 
“transformation;” they created pieces known as Agamographs where two images are cut 
into long, thin strips and 
assembled on a folded base. 
When a viewer walks by, the 
image transforms based on the 
angle he/she is viewing the work 
from.  Art 2 is wrapping up a 
group 
project that consisted of making 
larger-than-life paper mache 
sculptures under a class theme; 
we have a Cheshire Cat, a sloth 
climbing a skyscraper, Colonel Ledyard, and a psychedelic aquarium among other clever 
ideas. Lastly, Drawing 1 is just finishing up an observational still life unit where they are 
focusing on looking carefully and drawing what they see. They quickly learned that since the 
visual and verbal hemispheres of the brain are on opposite sides, it‟s not too easy to draw and 
talk at the same time! 
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The Art Department also has several exciting endeavors 
currently taking place outside the 
classroom. Over thirty students submitted work to the 
Mystic Art Center’s Young at Art Exhibition in March. 
This show is the largest youth art exhibition in the region. 
It will be on display until April 9th

 during the gallery‟s 
regular hours (daily from 11am to 5pm). We will also be 
taking a field trip to New York City on April 29th where a 
small group of 
advanced art 

students will be given the opportunity to tour the 
Brooklyn Sketchbook Library, the Museum of 
Modern Art and the Mast Brothers Chocolate 
Factory. It will be a great day and we are really 
looking forward to it! We will be conducting a unique 
fundraiser to raise money towards this trip: we will 
soon be selling student-created coloring books 
(with an optional colored pencil kit addition) to 
Ledyard students and staff. Look for an informational 
flyer soon if you wish to purchase!  
 
And finally, its never too early to mark your calendar for Arts Night! Ledyard High School Arts 
Night will take place on Thursday May 19th from 5 to 8 pm and will showcase student artwork 
in the 200s and 600s hallways and main foyers. Arts Night is taking place on the same night 
as the spring Coffee House, so we will 
really be able to feature student creativity 
this year! We will also be unveiling two 
student-created murals on that evening, 
as well as a collaborative mobile project. 
Additionally, we will be giving guests the 
chance to interact with the work by 
listening to sound clips that enlighten 
viewers about 
the work, as well as comment cards 
where they can share feedback with 
students. Save the 
date!  
 
Remember, you can always see what we‟re doing by visiting the art department website:  
 
www.ledyardart.weebly.com  
 
Also follow the art department on Twitter! 
 
@msrobisonart 
@msflanaganart 
#ledyardart 
 
„Til next time, stay artsy! 

http://www.ledyardart.weebly.com/
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NNaattiioonnaall  HHoonnoorr  SSoocciieettyy  
 Thank you to all who donated to the Penny Drive! The money was sent to the Pennies for 

Patients fundraiser, to help those affected by leukemia. 

 

After this successful project, NHS shifted focus to our three Reading Days at the 

elementary schools. Gallup Hill School welcomed us on March 2nd, and many NHS 

members participated in reading books to classrooms grades K-6. As usual, the students and 

teachers loved it, and so did the volunteers. There are two more Reading Days scheduled soon, and we 

are looking forward to it! 

 

Meanwhile, seniors are busy planning and executing their senior projects, such as Bingo at the Senior 

Center, Easter Egg Hunt, Clean-up Days, Engineering Night and installation of new park benches for 

Ledyard Parks and Recreation. 

 

We also recently held our March coffee house, which was wonderful as always. Stay tuned for the next 

coffee house which will be held in the courtyard on May 19! 
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Safe Grad Party Planning Committee 

Update 
 

The Committee has sponsored several successful events so far to raise funds for the Class of 2016 Safe 

Graduation Party! Fundraisers have included Bingo Night at Foxwoods, Premier Jewelry Designs, 

McDonald‘s Give Back Night, Donation Cans Around Town, Pampered Chef, Fields of Fire Event, 

Comedy Night & Valentino‘s Give Back Nights. 

 

Coming up! 

April 2, 8:00 AM-6:30 PM: Yard Sale/Bake Sale/Vendors‘ Sale/Games/Face Painting Extravaganza at 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Gales Ferry! Don‘t miss this great event! 

April 29, ―31 Totebags‖ fundraiser party; details to follow. 

May 13, 6:00-8:00 PM, Wine & Beer Tasting (21 yr. & up), Gales Ferry Firehouse; tickets $20 

April/May: Dates to be determined—McDonald‘s Give Back Night & Fireside Pizza Give Back Night! 

 

Meeting Minutes will be emailed to all Senior Class parents/guardians. Summaries are posted on the 

LHS Website (public information, then click Senior Grad Party) & on Face Book ―2016 LHS Safegrad 

Party‖ page. 

 

Don‘t forget to turn in your permission slip & fee of $125.00. Forms & information were sent out to all 

Senior‘s families in December, and can also be found on the Face Book page. Any questions, or if you 

would like to volunteer to be a chaperone, please contact Michelle Hinton at 860-460-1543 or 

bmhlhinton@aol.com. Next Meetings are April 13 & May 10, LHS Cafeteria, 6-7:30 PM.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bmhlhinton@aol.com
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Ledyard Music 

presents 
 

 
 

One Show only!! 

Saturday, March 26, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 

High School Auditorium 

Adult $15 – Student $10 (under 10 $5) 
 

Tickets on sale Monday, March 21 (LHS Main Office 8-2) 
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GODSPELL 
MARCH 17, 18, 19 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 11 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 12 

 

 

 

    

 PAX 
 

 

 

 

 

Program of Academics Exchange seeks host families for exchange students for the 2016-

2017 school year. 

 

Host families come in all shapes and sizes. To host, all you need to do is 

provide a student with a bed, a quiet place to study (separate bedroom not 

required), meals and a warm, supportive environment. Young couples, single 

parents and “empty nesters” are welcome to host. We have had many great 

PAX students come through Ledyard High School. We look forward to the 

continuation of this program. 

 

When you talk to past host families, you will hear the most surprising thing 

about being a host family has been how easy it was to welcome a new 

son/daughter into their home. One family told me, “While we knew that he 

would learn a lot here, we did not realize how important his culture and 

family would become to us.”  To be honest, others have said “We were not 

sure what to expect and were scared of what might go wrong. Well, that has 

all passed and now we are so glad that we didn’t say NO to PAX. We would 

have missed out on such a wonderful young girl with dreams of coming to 

America.” 

 

If you would like to learn about hosting and to consider the essays and 

photos of PAX students, contact Debbie Evans, PAX Community Coordinator 

at 860-464-9600 ext.6144, 860-464-9480 or email Devans@ledyard.net 

  

                    Host a PAX student and be part of the story! 

 

 
 

mailto:Devans@ledyard.net
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LEDYARD ATHLETICS 
 

 

Ledyard High School Athletics enjoyed a terrific winter sports season. Congratulations to our boys‘ 

basketball team, wrestling team, and boys‘ fencing team for capturing ECC championships. 

Congratulations to all of our student-athletes and coaches for their success this winter season. The 

students and coaches worked very hard and made the entire community of Ledyard proud to be 

Colonels! Spring Sports tryouts begin on Saturday March 19
th

.  The spring sports regular season 

officially begins on Saturday April 2
nd

. Ledyard High School will be competing in baseball, softball, 

boys‘ and girls‘ outdoor track, boys‘ lacrosse, girls‘ lacrosse, boys‘ tennis and girls‘ tennis.  You can 

view all of our spring athletic schedules by logging onto casciac.org or ledyard.net.  You also can get 

LHS athletic updates by following the twitter page of @ledyardsports. Finally, you can access all 

information about your favorite LHS sports team by downloading our mobile application. Simply search  

‗Ledyard Colonels Athletics‘ on your Apple App store or Google Play store and start using your app 

today!  Please get out and support our student-athletes and show your Colonel Pride. If you have any 

questions, please contact LHS Athletic Director Jim Buonocore at 860-464-9600 ext. 6123 or at 

jbuonocore@ledyard.net.  

GO COLONELS!       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jbuonocore@ledyard.net
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SCHOOL COUNSELING AND GUIDANCE NEWS 
 

 

SAT/ACT Testing Information  
 

ACT will be offered at LHS on June 11th. The deadline to register is May 6th. 
Students can register at www.actstudent.org . 
 

SAT will be offered at LHS on May 7th. The deadline to register is April 8th. SAT 
will be offered at other area schools on June 4th (May 5th is the deadline to register). 
Students can register at www.collegeboard.org  . 
 

PLEASE be sure to enter the LHS school code 070342 when registering on online. Also please 
remember your password to access your scores and register for future administrations. 
 

AP Testing information 

Information regarding AP testing in May has been provided to your student and their teacher in their AP 
class(es). Students can visit www.collegeboard.org/apstudents for specifics related to each exam 
(exam descriptions, sample free response questions, scoring guidelines, study skills, test taking tips, 
etc. Students who are in AP classes are strongly encouraged to take the AP exam. Taking an AP 
exam can provide them with advanced standing or credit at the college they will ultimately attend. For 
example, a LHS alumnus who attends UCONN received an entire semester of college credit based on 
his AP scores.  

Listed below are the day, date, and time for the most popular AP exams at Ledyard High School. Other 
exams may be administered upon request. Testing locations, permitted materials, and other details will 
be announced in April. 

We will be conducting a pre-administration session again this year where students will be able to 
complete demographic information on their testing materials prior to the test day. This allows us to 
streamline testing for students and allows them to “get right to business” on their designated test 
day(s). Pre-administration will take place April 13, 2016 during AIM.   

SCHEDULE 

Chemistry Monday May 2, 2016 8:00 am 

Environmental Science Monday May 2, 2016 8:00 am 

Psychology Tuesday May 3, 2016 12:00 pm 

Spanish Language Tuesday May 3, 2016 8:00 am 

Physics 1: Algebra Based Tuesday May 3, 2016 12:00 pm 

Physics 2 Wednesday May 4, 2016 12:00 pm 

Calculus AB/BC Thursday May 5, 2016 8:00 am 

U.S. History Friday May 6, 2016 8:00 am 

Biology Monday May 9, 2016 8:00 am 

English Language and 
Composition 

Wednesday May 11, 2016 8:00 am 

 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call Mrs. Toppa at 464-9600 x6711 or Mrs. Allanach at 
464-9600 x6707.  You can also reach us by email at ctoppa@ledyard.net or jallanach@ledyard.net    
 
 

www.actstudent.org
www.collegeboard.org
http://www.collegeboard.org/apstudents
mailto:ctoppa@ledyard.net
mailto:jallanach@ledyard.net
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Scheduling meetings 
Counselors are currently meeting with students to review course selections for next school year. Please 
be sure to see your counselor to reschedule if you have missed your appointment.  
 
College Fair Information 
The Providence National College Fair will be held on Tuesday April 5th from 5:30pm to 8:30pm at the 
RI Convention Center in Providence. Please pre-register at www.gotomyncf.com .  
 
Naviance  
All junior parents should have login information and hopefully have set up their Naviance accounts. 
Please login and use this exciting tool that provides college information, college searches, career 
information and streamlines the college application process. Please feel free to contact our office if you 
have any questions. 

 
Twitter 
Follow us @LedyardGuidance for news and information! 
 

Facebook 
Fan us on facebook. You can search for us under "LHS guidance".  

 

 

 

 
 

Mrs. Bumpus‘ Genocide Studies class completed their first case study at the end of February, and capped it off 

with a journey into the heart of historic Armenia by listening to accounts recorded by survivors.  Each student 

listened to at least five different stories, each compelling in their own way.  After listening to the recordings, and 

reading more about the individual biographies of each of the survivors, students chose one story that resonated 

with them and wrote a letter to that survivor. Students focused on the details of the individual‘s experiences, 

reflected on how listening to the survivor‘s experience had an impact on their own personal lives, and why it is 

important to share these stories even long after a genocide has occurred. After writing their letters, students then 

brainstormed ideas to put together a memorial to commemorate both those who survived, and the 1.5 million who 

were killed during the genocide that took place in the Ottoman Empire from 1915-1920. The class conceptualized 

a plaque, and one student took it upon herself to create that plaque on her own. Junior Riley Pratt crafted the 

plaque out of wood and metal, and engraved it herself. The plaque will hang in Mrs. Bumpus‘ room amongst the 

letters that the students wrote, as a reminder to all who enter that we must never forget what can happen when one 

group is allowed to dehumanize another.  

 

   

http://www.gotomyncf.com/
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       Spring READing 2016 
 

Library Resources 24/7 

http://lhs.ledyard.libguides.com/home  
slantelme@ledyard.net   Mrs. Lantelme, MLS LHS School Librarian 

 

http://onebookoneregion.org 
 
 

Just Mercy, is an award-winning account of an idealistic young lawyer's, Bryan 
Stevenson, coming of age, a window into the lives of those he has defended, and 
an inspiring argument for compassion in the pursuit of justice.  

Pick up a copy at your public library or if you have a 10th grader, ask to share! 
The goal of OBOR is to gather each year with that simple assignment – pick one book that 500,000 or 
so people who live east of the Connecticut River can read and talk about. We believe Just Mercy will 
undoubtedly give you something to discuss. 
 
Dates to add to your calendar: 
 March 30th, 8:45 AM at LHS Auditorium, Living Literature (http://livingliterature.org/) performs Mockingbird 

 April 4th, Conn College will host Bryan Stevenson for a speaking & discussion event.  

 Watch this site: http://onebookoneregion.org for dates and places.  

Grab a copy of Just Mercy and join us in this current discussion about our justice system. 

 
 

 State Library is rebranding research as of FEBRUARY 1
st
 

http://researchITCT.org 
 

 

 
 

We offer space to Think – Collaborate – Communicate – Share – Create - Publish 

 

 

 

 

 

                   
 

http://lhs.ledyard.libguides.com/home
mailto:slantelme@ledyard.net
http://onebookoneregion.org/
http://livingliterature.org/
http://onebookoneregion.org/
http://researchitct.org/
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On March 9th
h
, the block 3A Marine Science class went on their first field trip of the year.  This 

was in fact, one of the first trips for the spring semester at Project Oceanology!  We were treated to hazy 

sun and light wind and were successful in our quest for seals. About 150 seals were seen on the rocks 

off Fishers Island.  It was class 3B‘s turn on March 15
th

, unfortunately the wind and waves in the sound 

cancelled our trip.  They will reschedule for the end of the month. Upon returning to school, students 

graph the results of the day, compare seals seen this year to last year and draw conclusions as to which 

physical factors (ie. Tide stage, wind direction, etc.) increase or decrease the chances of seeing seals 

hauled out on the rocks. 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

       Collecting Wind Speed & Direction Data            Sighting Seals at Hungry Point 
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2016 Quahog Bowl Results 

 
 On Saturday, February 6

th
, 16 teams from Connecticut and Rhode Island battled for ocean 

science supremacy at UCONN Avery Point.  Local teams included Ledyard, Waterford, NFA, Marine 

Science Magnet High School and New London Science & Technology High School. 

 After the morning round robin rounds, Ledyard was seeded 1st place.  Due to the high rank, we 

earned a ―buy‖ and were afforded some study time before the single elimination rounds.  

 

 

                           
 

 

 

 

 

Ledyard High then faced off 

against 4 more teams in the single 

elimination competition.  We competed 

against E.O. Smith for the title, but 

ultimately did not prevail.  Overall, 

Ledyard took 2
nd

 Place in the 

competition.  Congratulations to ALL of 

the Ledyard High School NOSB team! 

Please see the press we received on the 

next pages. 
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Ledyard High School Students Do Well in the 67
th

 Annual American Mathematics Contest 

 

On February 2nd, thirteen students from Ledyard High School participated in the 67th annual American 

Mathematics Contest.  The contest is designed to engage students and teachers in effective mathematical 

problem solving that is consistent with curricular goals, and to prepare students for future mathematical 

success.  The purpose of the contest is to spur interest in mathematics and develop talent through the 

excitement of friendly competition at problem solving in a timed format.  The AMC 10 is a 25-question, 

75-minute, multiple choice examination in secondary school mathematics containing problems which 

can be understood and solved with algebra and geometry concepts. The AMC 12 is a 25-question, 75-

minute, multiple choice examination in secondary school mathematics containing problems which can 

be understood and solved with pre-calculus concepts.  The problems range from the very easy to the 

extremely difficult. Students find that most of the problems are challenging but within their grasp. 

 

AMC12 participants 
Seniors - Henry Crain, Christopher Hughes (top scorer) 

Juniors - Blake Brochu, Maxwell Higgins, Samuel Lahti, Michael Riegert, and Ava Starasinic.                

 

AMC10 participants 

Sophomores - Dennis Leung, Peter Geoly, Berkely Wachtmann (top scorer), Josephine Walker and 

Carina Wang 

Freshman – Aya Benoit          

  

We congratulate all the students for their participation and hope they choose to take on the challenge 

again next year. 

 

 

Thank you, LEAF!!! 

On Friday, March 11
th

, math teachers from LMS and LHS came together to work with 

our newly granted TI 84+ CE graphing calculators and TI Smartview emulator software.   

We deeply appreciate LEAF‘s support and look forward to sharing our enhanced math 

instruction with our students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwifzbCTwsDLAhXJWj4KHUyDDN4QjRwIBw&url=https://www.oncoursesystems.com/school/webpage/13118587/1401792&bvm=bv.116636494,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGCSScEpvuNcbWAkV3UO2RTR9F3Fg&ust=1458056500285712
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Mr. Cirillo/Mrs. Moriarty  Block 2B Integrated Math 2 class tackled 

the following question: 
 

―How many cows would give their lives to provide the leather for one season 

of major league baseball?‖ 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

When the two leather pieces covering of a baseball are laid out flat, they resembles four circles.  Placed 

beside each other, they occupy the space of a parallelogram, whose area is  (base)(height),  which is 7 in 

x 4 in.  Therefore, the surface area of one baseball is approximately 28 .  

 

Given that there are 30 teams, each playing 162 games, with 2 teams playing per game,  

 

  

 

Allowing for foul balls and homeruns, we allowed for 25 baseballs to be used in every game.  (It could 

be lower or higher, depending on the game.) 

 

  

 

  

 

Now, let‘s look at the cow: 

 

   30 inches across 

 

                                                                    36 inches down 

 

 2 sides            

     

 Area of leather per cow =  30 x 36 x 2 = 2160    

 

So…   
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Advanced Woods Students Complete  90 Chairs in a  Mass Production Unit 
 

 

Senior, Ryan Krupansky and Sophomore, Aaron Barina inspect a chair 
 

As the single largest contributor to Connecticut’s gross state product, manufacturing is vital to our 
state’s economy.  According to a 2014 study by the Connecticut Business and industry Association, 
(CBIA) manufacturing in Connecticut directly employs 161,000 workers in 4,500 manufacturing 
firms.  Manufacturing accounts for 10% of all non-farm jobs in the state with each new 
manufacturing job creating 1.5 to four jobs in other sectors.  The average hourly wage for 
manufacturing workers in Connecticut is $22.83 per hour. 
 

At Ledyard High school, manufacturing courses in Metals and Woods are popular with many students.  
These courses start off by developing foundational manufacturing skills through the creation of 
required projects, thus fostering the artisan method.  
 

In Advanced Woods, Students then transition into making chairs in a mass production environment.  
Unlike the artisan method, where the worker must be highly skilled and can usually make the whole 
product alone, a mass production worker is part of a team and usually performs one or two steps in 
the process.  At Ledyard High School, the participating classes take on the feel and look of a humming 
factory.   Through this experience, students develop many skills including: shop safety, problem 
solving, teamwork, working to precise tolerances, jig and fixture use, conventional and CNC 
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machining, product flow analysis, estimating, critical thinking and documenting experiences in 
journals.   In addition, current, southeastern CT manufacturing job openings are examined.   Junior 
Zach King sums up this unit well with these statements, “Seeing the finished product, and knowing 
that almost every chair has a piece that I have cut or machined, is really neat.  It amazes me how much 
can be produced in such a short amount of time in an environment (LHS woodshop) not even designed 
for full scale production.”   
 

These portable “civil war campaign chairs” can be purchased at the main office of Ledyard High 
School and at Seasonal Home in Gale’s Ferry for $35.00.  The money generated from their sale is used 
to provide each student worker with a free chair.  Cash, or checks made out to Ledyard School can be 
used as payment in both locations.  Engraving, at no extra-charge, is also available. 
 

    

Mass Production at Ledyard High School 
 

 
 

K. MONTGOMERY’S BIOLOGY CORNER: 

 
Students have moved onto the genetics unit of biology and are currently exploring the 

enormous potential and controversy surrounding the use of stem cells in medicine.  We 

will move into general and then human genetics over the next several weeks.  Students 

will be creating DNA models, babies and fictional creatures in class.  This tends to be a 

favorite for students, as they learn more about what makes each of them unique. 

To keep up-to-date on class activities and homework, log into Powerschool and/or use 

one or  more of the following: 

 

sites.google.com/site/msmontsbiology  

 

Sign up for Remind.com text messages by texting one of the following messages in quotations to 81010. 

Level 2 biology (block 1B): ―@77c1be‖ or Level 3 biology (blocks 1A, 2A & 2B): ―@bioblo‖ 

Or email me @ kmontgomery@ledyard.net 

mailto:kmontgomery@ledyard.net

